Towards Sustainable Trade in the Americas?

Lessons from Mexico

In this day-long symposium, Mexican and U.S. researchers will present their findings from two new reports on the social and environmental impacts of NAFTA. Through a series of case studies, panelists will discuss key impacts on Mexico’s economy and environment and present policy recommendations, particularly for the on-going CAFTA and FTAA negotiations. 

When: Monday, June 23rd, from 9-5pm 

Where: World Wildlife Fund, 1250 24th Street, NW, Second floor, Washington DC

Agenda

Introductory Remarks

David Reed*, WWF – Welcoming Remarks

Kevin Gallagher, Tufts University – Setting the Context: Trade and the Environment

Hilda Salazar, Mexican Free Trade Action Network – Case studies from Mexico and their implications for future trade agreements

Panel 1: Industry and the Environment

Marisa Jacott, Fronteras Comunes – Moderator

Miguel Torres, Periodismo para Elevar la Conciencia Ecológica,: Maquiladora Development in Aguascalientes

Hilda Salazar, RMALC – The Autotrim Labor Rights Campaign

José Manuel Arias Rodríguez/ Elías Sánchez Pérez – Hazardous Waste Management in State of Tabasco

Fernando Bejarano, Pesticide Action Network-Mexico – The Metalclad Toxic Waste Site and NAFTA’s Chapter 11 Investment Provisions

Lunch (not provided)

Panel 2: Rural Development and the Environment

Name?, affiliation? – Moderator 

Dr. José María Martínez Rodríguez, Red Fronteriza de Salud y Ambiente – Agricultural Water Use in State of Sonora

Josefina Aranda*, State Coalition of Coffee Farmers of Oaxaca – Peasant Farmers in the Global Economy

Javier Balderas Castillo, Centro de Derechos Humanos Tepeyac del Istmo de Tehuantepec– Highway Projects in Oaxaca and the Plan Puebla Panama

Panel 3: Lessons Learned and Recommendations

Claudia Saladin, WWF – Moderator 

Marisa Jacott, Fronteras Comunes

Cyrus Reed, Texas Center for Policy Studies

Hilda Salazar, RMALC

Tim Wise, Tufts University
Wine and Cheese Reception and Book Signing

Following the conference to launch the new book

Confronting Globalization: Economic Integration and Popular Resistance in Mexico

Edited by Timothy A. Wise, Hilda Salazar, and Laura Carlsen (Kumarian Press, 2003)

Space will be limited so please RSVP to Priscilla Stephan (priscilla.stephan@wwfus.org)  by June 13th. Travel and accomodation grants are also available.

Sponsored by: Texas Center for Policy Studies, Global Development and Environment Institute - Tuft's University, World Wildlife Fund-US, Fronteras Comunes and Pesticide Action Network - Mexico (RAPAM).

