Rep. Burnam Files  Environmental“Sin Taxes” for Schools

 

(AUSTIN)  Rep. Lon Burnam (D- Fort Worth, Dist.90) filed a package of environmental “sin taxes” that will generate revenue for the state’s public schools.  “If the governor is determined to fund our public schools through the use of sin taxes, the legislature should seriously consider environmental sin taxes.  These ‘pollution taxes’, or user fees as my Republican colleagues like to say, would discourage the costly behavior of polluters and produce much needed revenue for our schools,” stated Burnam.

 

Rep. Burnam’s package of “pollution taxes” includes a coal tax, an electric generator efficiency tax, and a tax on the purchase of high-polluting automobiles.  The total revenue generated by these taxes would exceed one ($1)  billion over the upcoming biennium.  

“We, as consumers, need to be aware that the choices we make directly impact the environment.  I don’t think it’s unreasonable to say that if a person want to drive a vehicle that gets lousy gas mileage and has lousy air emmisions, that person should have to pay a little bit more for that privilege.  The same holds true for electric generators that choose more polluting sources of fuel,” said Burnam.

 

Many economists promote a shift to environmental taxes to create a fairer tax system, encourage energy efficiency, fund tax cuts on labor and income, and discourage pollution. In fact, a recent study commissioned by the Joint Select Committee on School Finance recommended the expansion of “benefit and environmental” taxes including “pollution” taxes to the extent politically possible.
  Footnote: George Zodrow, An Economic Evaluation of Alternative Sources of Tax Revenues for the State of Texas, March 2004, p. 25.

“In the same way as we want to increase taxes on cigarettes to raise revenues and discourage smoking, basic economics tell us that increasing the costs of polluting will help reduce pollution,” noted Cyrus Reed, director of the non-partisan Texas Center for Policy Studies. Last year, TCPS and Public Citizen released a report looking at a variety of pollution and green taxes intended to raise revenues and discourage pollution. 

Reed noted that while natural gas and oil producers have provided from one to two billion of revenues to the state over the last 30 years, coal production has netted the state no revenues. “It seems absurd that the dirtiest source of energy in Texas has not contributed a dime to state coffers,” he noted. 

A press conference will be held at the South Steps of the Capitol at 11 am on Wednesday (April 21st). Joining the Representative will be members of several national and statewide environmental and public interest organizations. 
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