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A few impressions/notes from meeting in Ciudad Juarez. 

Yesterday, September 9th, I attended the 2nd day of the Binational Forum on Air and Wastes sponsored by BECC, EPA, SEMARNAT, the Municipality of Ciudad Juarez, Environmental Defense’s El Paso office and others. While the day’s program inside the Cibeles Center was centered on the problem of managing both solid and hazardous wastes in general, the more newsworthy events were taking place outside of the forum itself. 

First of all, in the morning, SEMARNAT’s secretary Cardenas was visiting the cement plant in Samalayuca owned by Cementos de Chihuahua as the cement kiln and the Municipality of Juarez signed a contract to burn 800,000 tires a year in the cement kiln. Under the agreement, according to my limited understanding, the cement kiln would be paid 3.5 cents per day. A representative of the EPA was also present for the signing. The attached picture, taken by Oliver Bernstein of Sierra Club, shows a few trucks laden with tires actually entering the facility a few hours after the signing, indicating that indeed tire burning at Samalayuca is now a reality. Interestingly, the tires sport banners indicating that the program is part of Border 2012, the border program between the U.S. and Mexico. 
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The burning of tires in cement kilns is a controversial and disputed topic. A recent letter to President Fox signed by over 250 representatives calls on Mexico to just say no to tire burning and instead look at alternatives. A copy of that letter is attached. Understandably, Ciudad Juarez has a crisis situation with some 5 million tires in its Centro de Acopio, but many individuals feel there are better alternatives than burning and are concerned that adequate monitoring of heavy metals, dioxins and furans will not occur at the Samalayuca plant. 

In the afternoon, many representatives of local government, the EPA, SEMARNAT, BECC, NADBANK and others attended a ceremony to officially open a very small street paved with rubber asphalt. While this “pilot” project is miniscule – only 1,200 square meters – and was done perhaps too swiftly, at least according to the attached article in the Diario – the potential use of rubber asphalt in Ciudad Juarez and other large cities is enormous given the lack of paved streets. In order to pave the small street, the EPA gave a grant of $25,000. According to the US company based in Chandler, Arizona, which actually produces the rubber pavement, they are currently paving some 170 miles in western Texas highways and have paved hundreds of miles in Phoenix, Arizona. A picture of the paved street, again taken by Oliver Bernstein of Sierra Club, is attached. The handsome guy is yours truly. [image: image2.jpg]



TCPS looks forward to working with both governmental and non-governmental officials in the coming months to help create the legal mechanisms, rules, funding and markets so that paving roads with scrap tires can occur with more frequency on both sides of the border.  Whatever one’s opinion of burning tires in cement kilns – and there are many – there is no doubt that reusing tires for some other use is a better alternative. 

